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Of the Tranfportation of Felons. 


indeed, the Subject of it, is of fuch Importance, and fo well exprefled, that I 
fhall make no Scruple of laying it before the Public, juft as it came to Hand, 
for the Entertainment of this Day. I with, the Number of fuch Correfpondents 
was increafed; and fhall always be ready to thank this Gentleman, for any future 


Affiftance, adapted to my original Defign. 


[: is plain the Author of the following Letter, defigned it verdatim for the Prefs ; and 


To te INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 


SIR, 

‘ HE Credit of your Paper is fo well eftablifhed, notwithftanding all the Scurrilities 
: T which have been vented again{t you, that no Man can more advantageoufly 
‘ propofe a Reformation of any public Abufe, or a new Regulation for preventing Evils, 
‘than by an Application to you. The Encouragement you have given, to fo good an 
‘ End, is not better fuited to the Continuation of your Papers, and their general 
* Ufefulnefs, than of a Piece with the public Spiritednefs you have already demonttrated 
‘inthem. Thus much, as a Lover of my Country, I thought myfelf in Duty bound to 
*teltify. And, fach being my Judgment, as well of your Defign, as of your Performances 
‘in the Execution of it, I fhall be proud of becoming your Correfpondent, as often as I 
‘can write upon Subjects of fufficient Importance, to merit a Place in your Paper. All 
‘I have now to communicate, Sir, is occafioned by the Robberies that have of late been 
‘ fo frequent in this City. A Matter well worth the Animadverfions of the Independent 
* Reflector. 


‘ It is too well known that in Purfuance of divers Aéts of Parliament, great Numbers 

‘ of Fellows who have forfeited their Lives to the Public, for the moft atrocious Crimes, 
* are annually tranfported from Home to thefe Plantations. Very furprizing one would 
‘think, that Thieves, Burglars, Pick-Pockets and Cut-Purfes, and a Herd of the moft 
* flagitious Banditti upon Earth, fhould be fent as agreeable Companions to us! That 
‘the Supreme Legiflature did intend a Tranfportation to America, for a Punifhment of 
* thefe Villains, I verily believe : But fo great is the Miftake, that confident I am, they 
“are thereby on the Contrary, highly rewarded. For what in God’s Name can be 

‘more agreeable to a penurious Wretch, driven thro’ Neceffity, to feck a Lively-hood 
“by breaking of Houfes, and robbing upon the King’s High-Way, than to be faved 

: from the Halter, redeemed from the Stench of a Goal, and tranfported, Paffage free, 

Smto a Country, where being unknown, no Man can reproach him with his Crimes ; 

‘ where Labour is high, a little of which will maintain him ; and where all his Expeéfces 

will be moderate and low. There is fearce a Thief in England, that would not father 

be tranfported than hanged. Life in any Condition, but that of extreme Mifery, will 

‘ Myer to co As longs ema a there remains this wide Door of Efcape, 

umber o ieves and Ro at Home, will pe i 
* Depredations be inceffantly reiterated. , ee 
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‘and Murderers be conducive to that End? What Advantage can we reap from a 
* Colony of unreftrainable Renegadoes ? Will they exalt the Glory of the Crown? Or 
* rather, will not the Dignity of the moft illuftrious Monarch in the World, be fullied 
‘ by a Province of Subjects fo lawlels, deteftable, and ignominious ? Can Agriculture 
* be promoted, when the wild Boar of the Fore/? breaks down our Hedges, and puils up our 
‘ Vines ? Will Trade flourifh, or Manufactures be encouraged, where Properiy is made 
* the Spoil of fuch who are too idle to work, and wicked enough to murder and {teal ? 


* BEstpEs, are not we Subjects of the fame King, with the People of England; 
* Members of the fame Body Politic, and therefore entitled to equal Privilezes with 
‘them. If fo, how injurious does it feem to free one Part of the Dominions, from the 
© Plagues of Mankind, and caft them upon another? Should a Law be propofed to take 
* the Poor of one Parith, ard billet them upon another ; would not all the World, but 
* the Parifh to be relieved, exclaim againft fuch a Projedt, as iniquitous and abfurd? 
* Should the numberlefs Villains of London and We/minfler, be fuffered to efcape from 
* their Prifons, to range at large, and depredate any other Part of the Kingdom, would 
‘not every Man join with the Sufferers, and condemn the Meafure as hard and 
* unreafonable ? And tho’ the Hardfhips upon us, are indeed not equal to thofe, yet 
* the Miferies that flow from Laws, by no Means intended to prejudice us, are too 
‘heavy not to be felt. But the Colonies muf? be peopled. Agreed: And will the 
* Tranfportation Acts ever have that Tendency? No, they work the contrary Way, and 
* counteract their own Defign. We want People ’tis true, but not Villains, ready at 
* any Time, encouraged by Impunity, and habituated upon the flighteft Occafions, to 
* cut a Man’s Throat, for a {mall Part of his Property. The Delights of fuch Company, 
‘ is a noble Inducement, indeed, to the honeft Poor, to convey them{elves into a ftrange 
‘Country. Amidf all our Plenty, they will have enough to exercife their Vertues, and , 
¢ ftand in no need of the Affociation of fuch, as will prey upon their Property, and gorge 
© themfelves, with the Blood of the Adventurers, They came over in Search of 
¢ Happinefs ; rather than ftarve will live any where, and would be glad to be excufed 
* from fo afflicting an Antepait ef the Torments of Hell. In Reality, Sir, thefe very 
« Laws, tho’ otherwife defigned, have turned eut in the End, the mott effectual 
* Expedients, that the Art of Man could have contrived, to prevent the Settlement of 
* thefe remote Parts of the King’s Dominions. They have actually taken away almof 
* every Encouragement to fo laudable a Defign. I appeal to Facts. The Body of the 
© Englifh, are ftruck with Terror at the Thought of coming over to us ; not becaufe they 
* have a vaft Ocean to crofs, or leave behind them their Friends ; or that the Country 
* is new and uncultivated: But from the fhocking Ideas, the Mind muft neceffarily form, 
© of the Company of inhuman Savages, and the more terrible Herd of exiled Malefactors, 
¢ There are Thoufands of honeft Men, labouring in Eurspe, at Four Pence a Day, 
« ftarving in fpite of all their Efforts, a dead Weight to the refpective Parithes to which 
‘ they belong ; who without any other Qualifications, than common Senle, Health and 
‘Strength, might accumulate Eftates among us, as many have done already. ‘Thee, 
< and not the others, are the Men that fhould be fent over, for the Letter peopling the 
‘ Plantations. Great-Britain and Ireland, in their prefent Circumilances, are overftocked 
‘ with them, and he who would immortalize himéelf, for a Lover of .Vlankind ; fhould 
‘concert a Scheme for the Tranfportation of the induftrioufly Honeft abroad, and 
‘the immediate Punifhment of Rogues and Plunderers at Home. The pale-faced 
‘ half-clad, meagre and ftarved Skeletons, that are feen in every Village of thole 
‘ Kingdoms, call loudly for the Patriot’s generous Aid. The Plantations too would 
‘thank him, for his Affftance, in obtaining the Repeal of thofe Laws which, tho’ 
‘ otherwife intended by the Legiflature, have fo unhappily proved injurious to his 
‘ own Country, and ruinous to us.----It is not long fince, a Bill pafled the Commons, 
‘ for the Employment of fuch Criminals in his Majefty’s Docks, as fhould merit the 
* Gallows. The Defign was good. It is confiftent with found Pelicy, that all thofe, who 
‘ have forfeited their Liberty and Lives to their Country, fhould be compelled to labour 
‘the Refidue of their Days in its Service. But the Scheme was bad, and wifely w2s 
« the Bill rejected by the Lords, for this only Reafon, That it had a natural Tendemy 
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The INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 65 


‘te diferedit the King’s Yards : The Confequences of which, muft have been vattly 
‘ prejudicial to the whole Nation. Juft fo ought we to reafon in the prefent Cafe, and 
‘ we fhould then foon be brought to conclude, that tho’ peopling the Colonies, which was 
« the laudable Motive of the Legiflature, be expedient to the Public, abrogating the 
‘ Tranfportation Laws, muft be equally neceflary. 

‘Ir may perhaps, by this Time, be objected to me, that I have been reprefenting 
¢ a Grievance, beyond our Power to redrefs. We cannot, it muft be confeffed, perfectly 
« prevent the Tranfportation: We may, notwithftanding, vattly difcourage it ; and, in 
‘fome Degree, guard againft the Evils that may follow from it for the future. Nor 
‘can fuch Endeavours draw upon us the Difpleafure of a Britifh Parliament, fince it 
‘cannot be fuppofed, that it was ever the Intention of that moft auguit Body 
* by any of their Laws, to prejudice the Colonies. 

‘ Tue firft Statute for the Tranfportation of Felons, paffed in the fourth Year of his 
‘ prefent Majefty’s Reign: And it is thereby enatted,---‘* That the Court, before wham 
“ Offenders were convicted, fhall have Power to convey, transfer and mate over, fuch Offenders 
“« by Order of Court, ta the Ue of any Perfon or Perfans, WHO SHALL CONTRACT, for the 
“ Performance of fuch Tranfportation, to bim or them, and bis and their Ajigns, for the Term 
** of Seven Years.” 

‘ By another Section, it is further enacted, ** That every fuch Perfon, ta whom any fuch 
““ Court, fhall order any fuch Offenders, to be transferred or conveyed, fhall, before such 
“ Offenders fhall be delivered to them, CONTRACT with fuch Perfon, as fhall be appointed by fuch 
““ Court, and fhall give fufficient Security, to the Satisfaction of fuch Court, for the tran|porting 
“ fuch Offenders, to fome Plantation in America, to be ordered by fuch Court ; and the 
“ procuriug an authentick Certificate, from the Governor or Chief Cuflam-Honje Officer, of 
© the Place of the Landing fuch Offenders, &c. and their not returning by the wilful Default 
“¢ of fuch Contractor.” 

‘Te other Statute relating to Tranfportation, pafled two Years after; and is 
‘ indeed, only an Appendix to it. The firft Seétion of it impowers the Court, 4 
‘ nominate, two or more Fuftices of the Peace, to CONTRACT with the T van/porters of Felons. 

‘ Now, it is obvious to any Man, that both thefe Statutes fuppofe Contractors will 
‘ never be wanting, even tho’ Security be demanded, againft the Return of the Felon. 
* Bue no Man, by either of them, is obliged to contrac?,--Nor any Man compelled to 
* tran{port. 

‘Waar Reafon then can be urged, againft a Law in the Plantations, that hall 
‘make it too expenfive, for any Man, to enter into a Contract, fo deftructive of our 
* Peace and Security. Let the Attempt be made, and the Preamble of the Law ftrongly 
* fuggeft the Reafons for paffing it. It is not improbable then, that the Grievances we 
‘labour under, may be entirely removed, and the Statutes I have mentioned be 
* fpeedily repealed, efpecially if our Agents are furnifhed with Arguments, and particularly 
* inftructed, to unite their Interefts, and enabled to point out the Expediency of a Step, 
* fo advantageous to the Public, and conducive of our Profperity. 

‘WuertHER the Plantations in general, have any other Means of avoiding the 
‘ mifchievous Effects, of the Tranfportation of Felons, I am not fufficiently acquainted 
‘ with their Laws to determine. But I rejoice, that it is the Happinefs of this Province, 
‘that we have it in our Power, in a great Meafure to prevent them, could our 
* Magiftrates be prevailed upon, to execute the Laws we have already made : Which, 
* as they were pafled long before the Statutes for Tranfportation, will exempt us entirely 
‘ from all Charge of Difloyalty. The Aéts I refer to, are Chapters VI, and CCCCX, 
‘in the late Edition of our Laws. By the Firft, pafled in the Year 1691, “ ii 
“* Strangers of no Eflate, nor of manual Occupations, are compellable to give Security, again/ft 
“ being a Charge to the Publick, within Two Years; and the Mafler importing fuch, as 
“© cannet give Security for their good Behaviour, fhall immediately convey them out of the 
“ Province.” The Second paffed inthe Year 1721, and is better calculated for the fame 
‘ good Purpofes ; and particularly obliges, ‘* the Maj/ter, that imports fuch, as cannot give 
“a Goop Account of themfelves, to re-tranfport them, or give Security in {. 50, te 
‘indemnify the Parifp.” And both Acts made it the Duty of the Matter, to “ report 
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“© the Strangers they bring in, under Penalties annexed to their Omiffion.” This feems to be 
‘ made the peculiar Care, of the Mayor in New-York ; who is enabled, by the laft AQ 
* to execute his Office, by an immediate Diftrefs upon the Goods of the Offender, 
* What Regard has been paid to thefe neceflary Laws, by former Mayors, I cannot take 
‘upon me to fay, but as the Execution of them fo nearly concerns the Public, I am in 
* hopes we fhall never again, have Caufe to complain of fo injurious a Neylect: Tho’ 
* pity it is, that the Act is defective in not impofing a Penalty, that an Omiiiion of this 
* Duty, whenever it fhall happen, may be punithed /everely. 

‘SuFFER me now, Sir, to conclude this Letter, with a fhort Addrefs to ovr 
* Magiftrates, and particularly to thofe of this City. 


*‘ GENTLEMEN, 
* | HAVE endeavoured to fhew you, the unintended bad Effects of the Laws, for the 
‘“ Tranfportation of Felons. You, inthe Exercife of your Offices, have had manifold 
‘Inftances of their mifchievous Confequences ; and particularly, in the Thefts and 
* Burglaries lately committed. ‘Two of the Villains punifhed by an ignominious 
* Whipping, at the Cart’s-Tail, I am informed, were Conviéts ; and it is very probable 
‘the Reft are fo too. Not that our own Country, is incapable of producing the 
* vileft of Wretches : But it is remarked at Philadelphia, that of the great Number of 
* Criminals, for feveral Years paft executed there, fcarce any, of them were Children of 
© America, or honcftly came over for a Settlement in the Couritry, Many Thoufands of 
* Germans, indigent, and to the laft Degree neceffitous, have been imported ; and yet 
* fcarce a Villain has been detected among them ; while almoft every News-Paper we 
* receive from thence, advertifes the Tryal or Execution of an Englifh or Irifoman. For 
* God's Sake, Gentlemen, prevent us from being expofed to the dreadful Calamities they 
* have fuffered. I have pointed out a Method: It remains only with you to come into it. 
* Should our Laws be ftrictly put in Execution, with refpect to imported Convicts, their 
* Importation might be effectually prevented. For no Man would be fo imprudent, as 
“to bind himfelf for the good Behaviour of thofe, whofe legal Conviction affords the 
‘ higheft Evidence of their Villany. Laws are made to your Hands, fufficient for our 
* Purpofe. It is your Bufinefs to execute them. A Law unexecuted is a dead Letter, 
<ufelefs asan antiquated Almanack. ‘The Execution of the Law, faid a great 
« Lawyer, is not only the End, but the Life of it.’ You are Fathers of our City, 
«fhew yourfelves therefore, indeed, the Guardians of the Lives and Properties of its 
« numerous Inhabitants: And, by your tender Care over us, may we lead quiet and 
& peaceable Lives. 
‘I wovp not be underflood, Gentlemen, to infinuate that any of you bear the Sword 
« of Juflice in vain. Al) Tintend, is to encourage you, in a bold Difcharge of the Truft 
* we have committed to you. It is not long fince, one of your own Body, in Execution 
‘of our Law againft Vagrants, made all the Search in his Power, for fufpected 
‘ Perfons in his particular Diftri€t; intending to banifh them from us, or fecure us in 
‘ fome Meafure againft them. ‘The Scheme is good, and he has the Thanks of his 
‘ Ward for his Vigilance. Let the Search be univerfal, and often repeated, and the 
‘ whole City purged of all its Delinquents. 
‘Iam, Mr. Reflector, Your Moft Humble Servant, 
A PUBLICUS. 


T Beg Pardon for refufing to publifh the Letter figned Civicus ; Whether the Up-Land claimed by the 

Petitioners, for whom Agricola has apologized, belongs to them or te the City, is a Queftion that our 
Corporation will undoubtedly confider ; and 1 wifh my Corre/pondent would lay bis Arguments for the 
City, before that worfbipful Body. ATrial of the Title musft be highly improper in this Papers and 
perbaps an Alperfion on the Right of the Petitioners, might expele the Printer to anfwer for it im 4 
Court of Law. The Piece fign'd W, is alfo come to hand; but she Writer will excule my not publifoing 
it with that Sub/cription, for a Realon I think not proper to communicate to the World. My jucicious 
Corre/pondent Obryan Fitz Taffy, writes om too important a SubjcB to have his Letter buried in 
Ollivion. Ner foall the fair Mariana, elcape the Notice due to fo accomplifoed a Lady. 


—_——_ 
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New-Yore: Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Office, in Beaver-Strcet, by whom 
Letters to the Author are carefully delivered. 


